
Hong Kong's Beef Situation 
   

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003(p) 2004(f) 
(1,000 tons; CWE)       
Production  19 18 17 15 14 13 12 
Imports  58 67 71 71 71 73 75 
Exports  1 1 1 0 0 0 0 
Consumption  78 84 87 86 85 86 87 

 
 
 
 
Hong Kong’s beef production continues to fall as high urban land values force local 
abattoirs, and wet markets out of business.  On January 1, 2002, China ended monopoly 
trading and quota restrictions vis-à-vis all beef, pork, and poultry products.  The United 
States is the number one supplier of beef to Hong Kong, followed by Brazil. Frozen beef 
makes up 82 percent of Hong Kong’s beef imports.  U.S. beef exports to Hong Kong, 
consisting mainly of frozen beef, reached $59 million in 2002. 
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Hong Kong
BEEF IMPORTS

(in metric tons)

Fresh/Chilled
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Argentina 14 0 15 0 16 66 50 134
Australia 753 748 789 812 1,235 1,411 1,404 1,449
Brazil 0 0 20 0 16 155 56 100
Canada 39 25 34 32 61 26 32 48
EU 15 86 45 45 40 36 41 11 0
New Zealand 673 533 630 693 766 750 667 665
United States 395 375 381 270 378 371 327 402
Others 36 41 0 0 0 0 0 456
Total 1,996 1,767 1,914 1,847 2,508 2,820 2,547 3,012

US market share 20% 21% 20% 15% 15% 13% 13% 13%

Frozen
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Argentina 4,039 2,420 1,473 988 1,130 1,167 1,615 2,616
Australia 3,270 2,992 2,566 5,093 2,261 2,246 1,879 1,906
Brazil 4,215 2,999 2,537 3,996 11,598 12,424 13,371 13,581
Canada 29 190 206 210 497 906 599 504
China 11,916 8,679 7,825 8,439 8,957 6,384 6,199 0
New Zealand 5,825 5,406 5,240 6,483 3,690 3,784 3,256 3,474
United States 6,555 9,582 7,527 10,050 10,834 13,257 10,887 17,073
Uruguay NA NA 1,187 748 933 744 1,142 2,256
Others 3,843 1,959 552 771 674 933 839 966
Total 39,692 34,227 29,113 36,778 40,574 41,845 39,787 42,376

US market share 17% 28% 26% 27% 27% 32% 27% 40%

Processed
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Argentina NA NA 107 29 15 0 197 540
Australia 28 30 21 47 24 112 139 0
Brazil 364 652 255 142 112 91 122 63
Canada 0 343 381 587 719 584 90 134
China 3,519 3,397 2,961 2,795 3,428 5,364 6,338 8,607
EU 15 16 99 18 92 181 76 443 1,436
India NA NA 0 0 0 0 204 206
Indonesia 62 41 15 51 2 44 3 0
Singapore 47 22 29 25 23 21 0 0
United States 370 596 386 528 638 313 277 319
Others 258 414 127 57 100 152 191 448
Total 4,664 5,594 4,300 4,353 5,242 6,757 8,004 11,753

US market share 8% 11% 9% 12% 12% 5% 3% 3%

Grand Total 46,352 41,588 35,327 42,978 48,324 51,422 50,338 57,141

Note:  Excludes Hong Kong's re-exports for 1997-2002.
Note:  China's frozen beef imports were less than re-exports in 2002
Sources:  UN Trade for 1995-1997 and Hong Kong Customs for 1998-2002.



Hong Kong
BEEF EXPORTS
(in metric tons)

Fresh/Chilled
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
China 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Macau 0 0 0 14 4 6 5 6
Others 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
Total 4 1 0 15 4 6 5 6

Frozen
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Brazil 0 0 0 0 0 26 6 0
China 13 16 1 0 0 0 0 0
Macau 2 0 2 852 559 635 407 545
Philippines NA 89 31 36 38 7 26 36
South Korea 0 0 0 0 0 13 0 0
Others 0 1 13 1 18 5 2 36
Total 15 106 47 889 615 686 441 617

Processed
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
China 32 33 5 3 1 2 1 0
Indonesia 0 0 0 0 72 20 0 0
Macau 26 2 11 27 59 74 67 68
Malaysia 0 0 0 36 18 0 0 0
Philippines 0 0 0 139 99 39 4 2
Saudi Arabia 0 0 0 27 0 21 0 0
United States 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
Others 14 30 0 5 1 12 5 24
Total 72 65 16 238 250 168 77 94

Grand Total 91 172 63 1,142 869 860 523 717
--of whch, to U.S. 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Sources:  UN Trade (imports from Hong Kong) for 1995-1997 and Hong Kong Customs for 1998-2002.

Note:  Excludes Hong Kong's re-exports to China.


